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Briton gets 35 years as spy

Former intelligence employee admits he worked for SovietsE

By Ray Moseley
Chicago Tribune

LONDON—A former employee of
British intelligence pleaded guilty
Wednesday to spying for the Soviet
Union over a l4-year period and was
sentenced to 35 years in prison for
the ‘‘incalculable harm” caused
the Western alliance.

Geoffrey Prime, 44, described by
his own attorney as ‘‘a sexual and
social misfit,” was sentenced to an
additional .three years on unrelated
charges of indecently .assaulting
young girls.

British ‘newsra described - the
case as one of the most important
&sgi:‘nage-casa since World War II.

ime was formerly a senior em-
plovee at the top-secret Government
Communications Headquarters—
commonly known as GCH t Chel-
tenham.

The GCHQ, with the U.S. National
Security Agency, monitors Soviet
bloc military and diplomati¢ com-
munications around the globe and is
charged with responsibility for
breaking the codes of other nations.

The nature of the information
"Prime passed to the Soviets was kept
secret.

BUT ESPIONAGE experts said be
could have given the Russians valu-
able information on the extent to

which their codes are known in the
West and enabled them to dissemi-
nate false and misleading informa-
tion to those listening to their com-
munications. .
Britain's lord chief justice, Lord
Lane, i
had calmiy pleaded guilty to seven
counts of espionage and told him:
“You have done incalculable harm
to the interests and security of this
country and the interests and securi-
ty of our friends and allies. It is said
you are anxious to repair the
damage you have done. But it is
perfectly plain that the huge propor-.
tion of it 1s quite irrevocable.”
The Prime case has caused a rift
between the British and U.S. intel-
ligencies agencies, with the Ameri-
cans complaining that they had been
unable until now to get a full report
from the British on the case. 'I{v?ee
senior officials of the NSA, not iden-
tified, were in court for the trial.
The case also is likely to have
severe political repercussions for the
government of Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher, especially in light of
statements by several GCHQ em-
ployees that security at the facility

_in Cheltenham is extremely lax.

THATCHER HAS promised to
make a full statement about security

_to the House of Commons Thursdey. ..
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Prime, who resigned his Chels
job in 1977, was unm .

early this year -after police.
im about sexual i

questioned him a assaulty
on young girls. . e~
After police left his home, Prims..

at his trial, then contacted the police:
and told them of his confession. - ...
+ .Bir Michael Havers, the attorney
general, said Prime subsequently.
confessed to police that -he spied.-for-

“‘a musplaced"

socialisgr.
com by basic chological -
problems within hhnsel?;y A
He said Prime confessed that be
initiated contacts with the Soviets in .
Berlin in 1968 when he worked - for -
the Royal Air Force signals intplli

ivision. N

Prime told police that he - was.
trained in *“the arts of a spy”’ in East:
Berlin where he was taught invigiklas..
writing, use of a miniature camers’-
bandling of microdots and .dead -1
ter box procedures.. .. ... ..l

-

HE WAS GIVEN the code nams.

“Rowlands” and a rd. 1 hig--
gntabct ;;if!; “1 I')eve wmqﬁl?_‘

ittsbur 1968,” be was :
“No, at that time I was_in Be?lﬁ%
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